Two curious papers on anatomical subjects, by Mr. Magendie, are inserted in the last Number of his Physiological Journal.t In the one, which he has illustrated with two plates, Mr. Magendie gives adescription oftheorgansdestined to tighten or relax the membrane of the tympanum and the ossiculi of the auditory apparatus, in man and mammiferous animals ; and, in the second paper, he has detailed the anatomical appearances of a dog, born w ith one eye only, and without a mouth* One of the singular facts connected with the latter examination is the total absence of the optic nerve from the eye, notwithstanding which the retina, which has hitherto been considered as the expansion of that nerve, was found in situ, and perfectly formed.
On the subject of the organ of hearing, we must not omit to mention the work of Professor Weber, which, though published some months ago, has only lately reached this country.}; We shall give a short analysis of the first part of it at the earliest opportunity. Mr Here the labour had lasted upwards of sixty hours before instruments were had recourse to, and the liquor amnii had been discharged the preceding day.
Few instances of posthumous parturition have ever been recorded. Dr. Schenk, counsellor to the King of Prussia, and physician at Siegen, attended a lady who died of chronic bronchitis, in the first week of the ninth month of her pregnancy. On the arrival of her medical attendants, who were summoned from some distance to her, they found that the patient had been dead about three hours, and that no movement of the child could be discovered through the abdominal parietes. The Caesarean operation was instantly proposed, but peremptorily rejected by the friends. The body of the deceased was left a whole day, undisturbed, on the bed : on the following day the clothes were changed, preparatory to her being buried. Nothing remarkable was observed on that occasion ; but when, on the third day, the body was uncovered for the purpose of its being placed in the coffin, a dead male child was observed lying between the legs of the deceased ; the placenta hanging partially out of the vagina. Dr Neither of these sciences has produced, during the last halfyear, results worthy of minute or attentive consideration. The curious inquiry into the laws of permutation which electricity ax>d magnetism reciprocally follow, first announced by Professor Oersted, of Copenhagen, continues to engage the pen of many distinguished men of science, both here and abroad. We have, in another department of t^e present Number, inserted a short account of the progress of this new science (electro-magrietism), taken from Mr. Brande's Journal ; through whom we have been favoured with the necessary wood-cuts to illustrate that paper.** But, by far the best view of the subject is that contained in the Annals of Philosophy, in which the original discovery of electro-magnetic forces by the Danish professor is distinctly described, and every successive step, through which that inquiry has gone, is accurately and clearly traced.ff
